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The poet W.H. Auden has written that our task is to unlearn hatred and learn love.  Today on this fourth Sunday of Advent, as we focus on love, I agree with Auden.  I want to unlearn hatred and learn love.  How? 
I want first to focus on C.S. Lewis’ story The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” which is now showing in theaters in the movie Narnia.  Our faith tells us that to learn love, we need to focus on Jesus.  We don’t need to get wrapped up in the current culture war over “Happy Holidays” versus “Jesus is the Reason for the Season.”  For Christians we give our attention to Jesus---not to distance him or worship him, but to find ways to follow him.  If we are going to unlearn hatred and learn love, following Jesus is the place to start.  
But the story of Jesus is so familiar that we can yawn.  C. S. Lewis has given us the Chronicles of Narnia as an engaging way to experience Jesus’ life and love in a new, imaginative way.  Lewis sees imagination as a compelling road to faith.  Through imagination, Lewis is inviting us to “see it like it never was so we can see it like it really is.” 
Can you imagine thinking of Jesus as a lion?  That’s what C.S. Lewis has invited us to do.  He invites us into an imaginary world as the children Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy open a wardrobe and walk through it into the enchanted world of Narnia.  Here winter never stops and Christmas never comes, for Narnia is under the spell of a witch turned Queen.  She turns her enemies into stone statues.  This is a world where animals talk and plot.  But the Lion, Aslan, is a kind, loving, and fierce Lion who isn’t tame at all. 
In the world of Narnia there are dangers and horrors.  But the four bewildered children must find in themselves the courage to keep moving through the dangers.  Through their faith in the Lion, Aslan, the children must find the will to succeed.  If they fail, the world would remain in the icy fingers of the coldhearted Queen, in a land where winter lasts forever---and hatred rules. 
The inhabitants of Narnia, under the spell of the winter witch, hope for the day when Aslan is again loose in the land.  The good people of Narnia hope for Aslan’s gift—the promised liberation from evil and the joy this new freedom will bring.  
Aslan brings the fire of love to melt the ice of hatred.  This hoped-for future is held in the hands of four unsuspecting children who must find in themselves courage and perseverance.  Through faith in Aslan, they must find the will to stand fast; for if they fail, they will die.  And the world will remain forever in the wintry grip of the evil Queen. 
Of course, the story of Aslan is a story of Christian faith where Aslan, like Jesus, is the savior.  People feel a transcendent power through Aslan.  He brings a different way of life—a world where injustice, violence, and war are not the will of God.  
Aslan shows us another way to think about Jesus---an untamed lion who is fiercely and tenderly in love with his people.  But the people have a choice.  They can turn away from Aslan, or they can stand calmly before this one who brings life and love.  He is the one who shows us how to unlearn hatred and learn love. 
In the Christmas story the bearer of love is Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Our text today presents Mary, calmly listening to the God’s angel tell her that she will bear a child named Jesus.  Mary responds to God’s messenger and says, “Let it be done according to your word.”  Mary allows God to use her as an instrument of peace, a bearer of love.  So today we continue to reverence Mary for her amazing role in the Christmas story. 
Anne Lamott writes in her quirky way, “I do love Jesus, and I’m nuts about his mother.”  Lamott says that she wears on her necklace a picture of Mary inside a gold medallion.  She says “I wear Mary for two reasons:  Because she helps me remember the Beatles’ song ‘Let It Be.’  And because I used to pray to her as if she were my mother.” (Lamott, Plan B:  Further Thoughts on Faith, p. 62)  “Hail Mary, full of grace,” the angel said to Mary before telling her that she will be the mother of Jesus.  
Denise Levertov writes:  
Mary did not cry, “I cannot.  I am not worthy,” 
Nor, “I have not the strength.” 
She did not submit with gritted teeth, 
Bravest of all humans, 
When Mary received the message that she would bear God’s child, she did not resist.  She cooperated.  She consented.  She let go of her agenda, and she said, “Let it be….Let it be done according to your word.” 
Hail Mary, full of grace.  One writer said that this statement means, “You, Mary, have been loved for a very long time.”  (Lamott, p. 63)   When you have been loved for a very long time, you are full of grace.  You have energy and grace to accept, to come to terms with, even the most extreme situation. 
Mary had the grace to let go of tight control over her life.  She had the grace to let it be—to say, “I consent.  I accept the invitation to be the mother of this child called Jesus.” 
We now hold Mary in highest esteem because she is for us the feminine face of God’s love.  (Lamott) 
The angel said to Mary, “Hail, Mary, full of grace.”  In a few minutes in this service our Men’s Ensemble will sing the angel’s words “Ave Maria, gratia plena.” (Franz Biebl’s “Ave Maria”)  “Hail Mary, full of grace.…you will bear a son, and you will name him Jesus…and the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of God will overshadow you, and the child to be born will be holy…” 
And Mary said, “Let it be…” 
Mary was willing to let go of any need to resist God.  She let go of ego needs.  She was willing to listen, to be obedient, to surrender, to let it be.  And that’s why she became not only Jesus’ mother, but the first disciple too. 
Our task is to unlearn hatred and learn love.  Our task is to listen to God’s call, to consent, to let it be.  When we can do that, the icy winter begins to melt throughout the land of Narnia—our land.  Christmas---the springtime of love ----is on the way. 
Amen.  So may it be.  So may we let it be. 
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